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ence working with the folks in that area. Iron-
ically, you know, we’ve got some sites that were
made available for emergency aid during the
fires that could still be activated rather quickly.
I mean, our folks are in place there and the
contingencies that they need to think through,
I think, have pretty well been thought through.

So, we should be able to give you a much better
report tomorrow sometime.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:07 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Letter to Federal Emergency Management Agency Director James L. Witt
on Disaster Assistance for California
January 17, 1994

Dear Mr. Witt:
I have determined that the damage in certain

areas of the State of California, resulting from
an earthquake and aftershocks on January 17,
1994, and continuing, is of sufficient severity
and magnitude to warrant a major disaster dec-
laration under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (‘‘the Staf-
ford Act’’). I, therefore, declare that such a
major disaster exists in the State of California.

In order to provide Federal assistance, you
are hereby authorized to allocate from funds
available for these purposes, such amounts as
you find necessary for Federal disaster assistance
and administrative expenses.

You are authorized to provide Individual As-
sistance and Public Assistance in the designated
areas. Consistent with the requirement that Fed-
eral assistance be supplemental, any Federal
funds provided under the Stafford Act for Public
Assistance will be limited to 75 percent of the
total eligible costs except for direct Federal as-
sistance costs for emergency work authorized
at 100 percent Federal funding for the first 72
hours.

Sincerely,

BILL CLINTON

NOTE: This letter was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary but was not issued as
a White House press release.

Letter on Withdrawal of the Nomination of Admiral Bobby R. Inman
To Be Secretary of Defense
January 18, 1994

Dear Admiral Inman:
It is with regret that I accept your request

that I not submit your nomination as Secretary
of Defense. While I understand the personal
considerations that have led you to this decision,
I am nevertheless saddened that our Nation will
be denied your service.

I wish you the very best as you continue
to work on your many important endeavors as
a private citizen.

Very truly yours,

BILL CLINTON

NOTE: The White House also made available Ad-
miral Inman’s letter requesting that his nomina-
tion be withdrawn.
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